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Taking Restoration to Scale: 
Acropora Coral  Restoration, 

Florida, the USVI and beyond… 

James Byrne 
The Nature Conservancy 
Florida and the Caribbean 
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Ecosystem Restoration + 

Threat Abatement 

 

Threat Abatement Alone 

 

Status Quo 

 

Overfishing/LBSP/Climate Change 



Threatened (Endangered?) 

 Acropora Corals 

Elkhorn Coral Staghorn Coral 



We collect from diverse, wild 

colonies… 



January 2006 June 2006 

Grow them in coral nurseries…  



Then restore breeding colonies 

to degraded reefs. 



2004 - 2009 NOAA-TNC 

Community Restoration Project 



Nursery 



In 2012 we restored more than  

8,000 corals at 34 reefs in Florida 

and the USVI. 



Success leads to….. 

New Challenges, demands and opportunities 





TNC / Partners Nursery 

Other Nursery  

Sites 



Future Opportunities 

PADI Authorized Recreational Dive Course: 

Caribbean Coral Restoration Specialty Course 



Restoration Zones and Restoration focused 

MPA’s 





James Byrne 

jbyrne@tnc.org 

305.872.7071  

Questions? 
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